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Phoenix conducts informal survey of GSU Wi-Fi connectivity

At the October 10th Board of
Trustees meeting, it was agreed upon that
GSU’s wired and wireless infrastructure
will be upgraded.
On October 24th, The Phoenix
conducted an informal study of the Wi-Fi
connectivity of the GSU Main Campus,
that, when combined with student input,
revealed relevant and practical information
about Internet accessibility. Accessibility

was judged based on reliability and speed
of connection, and depicted on a Likert
scale of 1-5 (No connections – Optimal
connections). 36 locations were tested, in
total, using an Internet speed test, available
online, and by loading commonly visited
sites such as Facebook, Google, Dropbox,
Youtube, and GSU’s website.
Overall, the study shows that
connectivity on campus is reliable and
quick with download speeds as fast as 16.2
mbps (Megabytes per second) and upload
speeds of 18.2 mbps. Wi-Fi blackout

areas included the gymnasiums and Center
for Performing Arts: locations that do not
lend themselves to Internet use. In terms
of strongest connection, the new Science
building (G) bolstered ratings of 5 (Optimal)
on all four floors.
It is important to note, however, that
this study is representative of a low traffic
time during GSU’s school week. On the day
(Friday) the study was conducted, campus
population was particularly low.
To give a broader scope of GSU’s
Wi-Fi status, a smaller study was conducted

only on high traffic areas of the school
on October 27th, a more populated day
of the week. In areas such as the Hall of
Governors (D), the Student Commons (B),
and the Library Reference Area (D), which
are all areas with high student volume,
there was a distinct drop in connectivity of
at least one tier.
Campus population difference
has an inverse relationship with WiFi connectivity; the greater the student
population, the worse the Internet
connection. This is likely due to larger

numbers of Wi-Fi enabled devices in use
in those areas such as smartphones, tablets
and laptops that automatically connect to
the network regardless of if they are in use
or not.
To alleviate Wi-Fi degradation
during peak hours on the main campus, turn
off Wi-Fi connection on devices when they
are not in use. Also, using networks in less
taxed regions of the school such as the F
Wing or G Wing would lighten the load on
more commonly used hotspots.
Maps continued on page 7.

Editorial
Mindful media consumption
By Brian Bock
Assistant Editor
We are the pick and choose
generation. For the majority of our
lives, technology has allowed us to
engage in solely what we want. We
no longer buy albums, we pick the
one track we like and store it to
our hard drives. We don’t spend
time perusing the newspaper; we’d
much rather only read the stories that
interest us as they scroll across one
of our many screens. We get the
job done quickly, but if we have to
go outside our comfort zone to do it,
there will be problems.
There’s a lot to be said for
how this helps us move forward as
a generation. Our critical thinking
is now narrowed to a pinpoint,
allowing us to instinctually address
and judge trends in all aspects of our
lives. Our ability with technology
is unparalleled, much to the chagrin
of older generations. Millennials
are defined by their ability to seek
knowledge, but only knowledge they
assume will be impactful. Though
this heightened priority on knowledge
has afforded us many luxuries, it has
also acted as a detriment.
This quest for knowledge and
enrichment was not always so linear.
Much of the world we operate in
happens is based in real time, and
questions need quick answers. We
no longer have the opportunity to
pour over a textbook; we assume we
need an answer instantly in order
to be pertinent. What we lose from
this hasty process is learning from
osmosis, and a true understanding of
what we are trying to comprehend.
Think about the last time you
read a full book about a subject you
were researching. Try to remember
the last time you bought an album
and listened to it the entire way
through. When we engage fully with
the knowledge and media around us,
we let knowledge wash over us. This
refreshing feeling of understanding
lets us be susceptible to context.
When we search so actively for the
answer, we’re liable to misinterpret
the context in which information is
presented.
Media is there for us to
interact with it, media represents
artifacts that connects us to far off
places and with eachother. The more
we take an honest effort to try to
really disseminate and think about
the media we consume, the more
we get out of it. Thinking about
media doesn’t mean that one must

GSU’s Student Enrichment Program

totally devalue its merit as artistic
expression; rather it allows for these
pieces to become pieces of ourselves.
The scope of media in the
digital age is as overwhelming as it
is awe inspiring. The vast mixture of
media that saturates us can be draining,
both physically and emotionally. The
constant barrage of advertising and
promotional messages has made us
“hear” media, but not “listen”. We
frequently disregard the painstaking
effort that goes into creating a media
artifact, no matter how miniscule it
may seem.

“Millennials are defined
by their ability to seek
knowledge, but only
knowledge they assume will
be impactful”

All media was created with
care, though that care may manifest
itself in different ways. A marketer
went to a lot of care to create an advert
campaign that attracts your attention,
your professor took time and effort to
create a slide for today’s lecture and
the staff of The Phoenix puts all their
best in every issue. We hope that
you put your best into reading and
thinking pensively about your own
media consumption. Perhaps it will.

By Gregg Greer
Contributing Writer
First Access to higher
education can be a serious challenge
for many students who face barriers
after entry in college. The Student
Enrichment Program focuses on
effective practices that prepares
students academically for college,
assist them in completing the steps
to college beyond entry, a great help
to could improve their likelihood of
staying in college.

“The Student Enrichment
Program is specifically
designed to support and
motivate first generation,
low-income and academic
probation undergraduate
students in achieving
academic, personal, and
professional success.”
The Student Enrichment
Program is specifically designed to
support and motivate first generation,
low-income and academic probation
undergraduate students in achieving
academic, personal and professional
success.
Are you a first generation
low income student, looking
for a welcoming and supportive

environment where the students and
staff function as a team in working
towards your academic goals?
SEP does just that! Through
continuously adapting the multiple
facets of the SEP to best fit the needs
of our diverse student population.
Whether you are looking to increase
your GPA, advance your professional
skills or are seeking an extra “edge” in
your classes, the SEP is dedicated to
work with all GSU students towards
the goal of college graduation.
The SEP accepts new
members at the beginning of each
academic term (Fall, Spring and
Summer).
Student Success Workshops:
The SEP provides workshops
throughout the semester which are
designed to enhance skills critical
for academic success and aid in
the student’s social, personal and
academic transitions to college.
Workshop topics include:
Time Management
Stress Management
Test/Presentation Anxiety
Note Taking Skills
Study Habits
Graduate School
For further information contact
Tamekia Scott Interim Director of
Community Standards or Student
Affairs. You may also go to http://
www.govst.edu/sep

Social Media / Online Editor position, taken!
“When we fully engage all
aspects of information, we
are able to learn more about
the subject matter, and most
importantly, we learn about
ourselves.”

When we fully engage all
aspects of information, we are able to
learn more about the subject matter;
and most importantly we learn about
ourselves. I implore you to seek
knowledge, instead of demanding it.
When one seeks knowledge, they
engage that knowledge. They show
knowledge the respect it deserves.
Demanding knowledge devalues
the altruistic reasons to search for
knowledge and waters it down to
a process devoid of meaning. The
quest for knowledge is not a matter
of punctuality, but rather a matter of
personal growth.

By Brenda Torres
Online Editor
Greetings readers, my
name is Brenda Torres, and I’m the
new Phoenix Online Editor/Social
Media. Jonathan Bulthuis, Editor
of the Phoenix, approached me for
the position. I was very hesitant of
applying for the job because I only
know the basics of social media.
However, the Phoenix
staff has been very welcoming and
genuine. I cannot wait until I know
the full gears of the social media
position.
Currently, the Facebook
page, GSU Phoenix, is being given
lots of attention; of course with the
help of Bulthuis. Future ideas for
the Facebook page include polls
and surveys, based on events that
happen on campus and in the GSU
community and the world at large.
Updating the GSU Phoenix
website, which was subject to an
unexplained loss of data, articles,

editorials, photographs, and formatting
information over the summer when
our web provider shifted, is next on
the list.
All articles, editorials, and
photos will be published on the
website imminently, and then shared
throughout the week on our Facebook
and soon to be established Twitter
feed.
We have many ideas in
mind for the online presence of the
Phoenix, including uploading podcast
interviews to our YouTube page
during the Chicago Live Open House.
Development of the YouTube page is,
at the time, in the works too.
Another form of social media
that is being looked into is Instagram.
The page would probably have
pictures of staff and the interviewees,
as well as events on campus.
The wheels are spinning! I
look forward to working here at the
Phoenix with the staff and keeping
you, the reader, informed via all
things social media.
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OpEd
Chicago Live comes to
GSU, Phoenix holds
newsroom open house

Sexual Assault Awareness advocate Elaine Pasqua lectures at GSU

By Bob Meyers
Staff Writer
If you are interested in
journalism or writing as a whole, we
have just the event for you: Chicago
Live! The Chicago Tribune will bring
an interactive experience to GSU
with Tribune reporter Rick Kogan
bringing the newspaper visually alive
on November 25 at 7 pm. Kogan will
show off his Almanac of a History
of the Windy City, and Second City
will perform comedy. In addition,
Tribune Editorial Page Editor Bruce
Dold and editorial board members
Eric Zorn and Kristen McQueary will
give commentary on the results of the
upcoming November 4 gubernatorial
elections. Puppeteer Blair Thomas
will provide a little taste of the
International Puppet Theater Festival,
and Chicago’s Jackie Robinson West
Little League team will also take
part in the event. Live music will be
performed by bands that are yet to be
determined.

The Phoenix will hold an
Open House on November
25 in the Newsroom, Room
E2543, from 2pm to 4pm.
The
Phoenix
student
newspaper staff will also be in
attendance, and will hold an Open
House on Novermber 25 in the
newsroom from 2pm to 4pm in
E2543.
Students and members of
the community who are interested
in writing for, learning more about,
or otherwise contributing to the
development of GSU’s student
newspaper are more than welcome
to attend. Phoenix staff will be
available to describe the production
process and field editorial content and
insightful ideas from all of you about
potential improvements and story and
formatting concepts for the Phoenix.
We look forward to your
support, as well as seeing all who love
the writing process, are interested in
writing, or are eager to let their voice
be heard and let their inner writer out.
Tickets cost $20 dollars. We will see
you there!

By Jon Bulthuis
Editor In Chief
Elaine
Pasqua,
NCAA
keynote speaker and sexual assault
awareness trainer for the NFL, the
NBA, and a variety of other collegiate
and major league national sports
teams, including the Baltimore
Ravens, accepted an invitation from
friend and former colleague VP
of Student Affairs Aurelio Valente
to hold a sexual assault awareness
lecture in Sherman Hall on Tuesday
afternoon, October 21, after meeting
with the Chicago Bears the day prior.
Pasqua spent Tuesday on and around
the GSU campus, and lectured from
3:15 until 4:15, after which she fielded
questions and met with students and
members of the GSU community.
Pasqua has been an advocate
of sexual assault awareness on college
campuses for almost two decades, and
was herself a victim of date rape and
sexual assault. She produced “Be
Aware of the Risks of Date Rape
Drugs” (FrogPond Productions, on
YouTube), which summarizes date
rapist behavior and the debilitating
effects of date-rape drugs like
Rohypnol and GHB, reenacted with
the emotional testimonies of daterape victims and their . “These
drugs are silent and invisible,” says
Pasqua in the video. “When hidden
in a drink, [GHB and Rohypnol]
may be completely undetectable.”
“As the drug takes effect,”
said Pasqua, “the person who will
most likely come to the victim’s aid
first is the person who slipped the
drug in their drink.” Date rapists
typically wait until their victim is

showing visible signs of severe
intoxication, and then coerce them
to leave the room, area, or party with
them, and then assault or rape them
in private when the drug makes it
impossible for the victim to fight back
or even realize what is happening.
Date-rape drugs that are used by rapists
to anonymously poison a victim’s
drinks can cause complete blackouts
and complete short-term memory loss
for up to 10 hours, in addition to muscle
fatigue, incapacitation, and sedation.
In addition to sedation and
cognitive empairment, date-rape
drugs have serious and potentially
fatal effects on the human body.
“These drugs are potent and
destructive”, says Pasqua, “and can
seriously harm or even kill you.”
Pasqua outlined a number of social
defense techniques to insure your
safety against potential rapists,
such as always pouring your own
drink whenever possible, always
being aware of your drink at parties,
keeping your drink near you, and
covering your drink with your hand
in close quarters with people you
don’t know. Insuring that you are
always cognizant of other party goers,
bartenders, and other individuals
that may be motivated or capable of
poisoning you is similarly essential.
Other essentials for minimizing the
possibility of sexual assault include
defending
yourself
effectively
everywhere you go. 		
Pasqua encourages college
students to keep 911 on speed dial
and to use quick thinking when you
feel threatened, like feigning a phone
call to the police when you don’t
have service or power on your phone.
Most importantly, socially responsible
interaction and observation between
friends at parties is an important part
of insuring everyone’s safety. In many
cases social predation among rapists
at parties can be stopped easily by
observing social cues among men and
women, and separating friends from
the influence of obviously motivated
assaulters who are taking advantage
of alcohol or drug induced (voluntary
or
involuntary)
confusion
or
intoxication in their potential victims.
“Eighty percent of date-rapes
are acquaintance rapes,” said Pasqua.
“If you feel that you have been

drugged, go to your friends
immediately,” said Pasqua. “Have
them take you to the hospital, and
bring the container that you drank
from. The residue of the drug will be
present, and they can check it to see
what drug you may have ingested.”
The
psychological
and
physical harm caused by rape and
sexual assault cannot be understated,
and in the academic arena instances of
unrecognized or unprosecuted sexual
assault can destroy the sense of safety
and psychological security a victim
feels in their collegiate community,
especially if their attacker is still
present in their academic sphere. “An
event involving sexual harassment
or violence could interfere with [a
student’s] ability to complete their
education,” said Pasqua, passionately
expounding on the activism of a
recent victim of sexual abuse whose
collegiate administration refused to
remove her attacker from a course
they were both enrolled in. The
students’ reaction was to bring
her mattress with her to class in
protest, and eventually all around
campus, with the literal support of
colleagues, friends, and concerned
members of the college community.
Because of instances like
this on college campuses across the
country and a recent initiative by the
Obama administration, Title 9 posters
detailing student conduct laws,
specifically dealing with sexual assault,
all around campus on bulletin boards
and campus information stations.
The GSU Counselling Department is
available at all times to provide support,
resources, and counseling services
to rape and sexual assault victims on
campus and in the GSU community,
and maintains a close partnership
with the YWCA Rape Crisis Center,
which provides conciliatory and legal
advocacy services to victims of sexual
assault. If you or anyone you know
has been the victim or perpetrator
of a sexual assault, contact the rape
crisis hotline immediately at 708
748 - 5672. Advocates at the South
Suburban YWCA Center can help
you 24 hours a day, 7 days a week,
and provide confidential counseling
services and medical assistance.
Please also contact the GSU
Counseling Center at 708 - 235 - 7334.

Have an idea? Got something to say? Want your voice to be heard?
Submit a student editorial!
The Phoenix is always accepting student editorials. Student editorials are a great way to add
your voice to the discussion, and have the entire campus know what you think about the pertinent
issues of the day.
Submit potential editorials to our email,
phoenix@govst.edu
“Student Editorial” in the subject line

Orbis
Nov. 4 election ballots
include proposed
amendments to
Illinois Constitution

First inaugural Pi Alpha Alpha ceremony honors scholarly acheivement

By Brian Bock
Assistant Editor
On November 4, 2014 Illinois
citizens will have the choice to
change their state constitution. This
year’s midterm elections features two
ballot measures that could potentially
change the wording of certain
amendments, and add a completely
new section. The proposed changes
deal with crime victims’ rights and
voter discrimination.
The proposed changes would
greatly impact Section 8.1 of Article
I of the Illinois’ constitution. These
measures affect Section 8.1 or Article I
and Article III itself. Section 8.1 deals
solely with the rights of the victims of
crime. The proposed changes include
changing the wording of the section
so it is more inclusive and allows
for greater influence by the victim.
Article III of the Illinois’ constitution
deals with suffrage and elections. The
proposed additional section would
include a clause that would prohibit
any law or process that would keep a
citizen from voting.

“The addition of Section
8 to Article III would
protect Illinois’ citizens
from any law or process
that would block the
right to vote.”
Those in favor of the revision
to Section 8.1 contest that it will
allow victims better protection from
harassment, and help shield their
confidential information such as
mental health records. The opposition
to this revision believes that these
changes would conflict with criminal
defendants’ rights. The measures
would potentially block evidence
from being discovered that may
exonerate the defendant from guilt.
The addition of Section 8 to Article
III would protect Illinois’ citizens
from any law or process that would
block the right to vote. Those in
favor of this addition section believe
that this amendment will help to
include all eligible Illinois citizens in
elections. This measure would place
any process or law that could possibly
deter members of a particular group,
such as race, under judicial scrutiny.
Those opposed to the amendment
contest that under federal law, there
is already equal access granted to
those eligible to vote. The opponents
to this amendment also believe that
this particular section serves no other
purpose but to increase litigation.
These two proposed measures will
be voted on this upcoming Election
Day, along with congressional
and gubernatorial candidates. For
more information regarding these
proposed changes, visit Illinois’
Secretary of State website at www.
cyberdriveillinois.com.

Pi Alpha Alpha inductees, in alphabetical order: Alsberry, Mayor Vernard Lesley, Austera, Ann Holly, Baker, Tasha A.,
Banks, Ms. Antonia Khybrette, Bean, Madge, Caver, Ms. Alicia Marcet, Colbert, Ms. Sharon Antionett, Collins, Christian
Marie, Davis, Rep. William Quincy, Delk, Mrs. Joyce M., Doss, Mrs. Diana M., Frazier - Gilbert, Annette, Friday, Sheila
Margarita, Gaffney, Dr. Susan L., Gerlach, Linda Marie, Gilbert McCants, Maurae, Harper, Kenneth L., Holden, Alice
Chester, Holman, Ms. Sheryl, Hope, Mrs. Dora L., Houston, Kamela L., Howell, Nneka Janiece, Hunt, Mrs. Patricia
Ann, Jeurissen, Theodore Michael, Kriha, Sharon, Leeson, Edward Dillon, Linear, Mr. Lafayette, Loschen, Michael John,
Maheia, Gaston, Manley-Garrett, Ms. Renita Shanette, McClam-Holliman Ed.S., Mrs. Muriel, DianaMiles, Robin LaNette,
Moore, Blevian Thaleia, Moore, William Louis, Moss, Mrs. Keturah Rene, Nelson, Mr. Irving Earl, Ovunwo, Clifford A.,
Peterson, Mr. Paul Edward, Polk, Sharon E., Pollard, Quidie M., Rogers, Mr. Eddie Lamar, Rowe, Calvin, Smith, Jr., Mr.
Lewis Eugene, Smith, Ms. Sharon, Stewart, Ms. Jenusha, Stiehl, Barbara L., Sylvester, Mr. Daniel Vincent, Taylor, Brian,
Taylor, Ms. Jayme L., Toney, Catrina, Tribett, Ms. Angelique Vennette, Veach, Bill L., White, Ms. LaTasha, Woolery, Mr.
Frederick P., Zairis, Mr. Nikolaos Leonidas

Left: Dr. Susan L. Gaffney, Coordinator of GSU’s MPA program, Provost Deborah Bordelon, and Faculty Advisor Dr.
Mary D. Bruce. Center: State Representative William Q. Davis, 30th District. Right: MMPA Division Chair Dr. Jun
Zhao, Pi Alpha Alpha Inductee and Treasurer Sharon A. Colbert, and Provost Deborah Bordelon.

Library supports veterans on Make A
Difference Day

By Brian Bock
Assistant Editor
On October 23, the Governors
State University Library held an
electronics drive to help support
the Vet Tech program. This event
coincided with Make a Difference
Day, a national day of volunteerism.
The event brought in students’ older
used electronics, as well as clothing.
The electronics were collected by
Vet Tech and used to train veterans,
whereas the clothes were donated to a
local homeless shelter.
“Inspired by the The Story of
Stuff, this event was an excellent
example of how collaboration can
make a difference” said Lydia
Morrow Ruetten, Dean of the GSU
Library. The Library worked with
Kevin Barto, Director of Campus
Services, Facilities Development and
Management, and The Sustainability
Club in order to execute this event.
This collaboration highlighted the
University’s heightened sustainability
awareness.
Students were asked to bring
their donations throughout the day

and place them in bins located in the
foyer. Aside from donating, students
were engaged by learning about how
sustainability has such a large impact
on the world around us. The event
channels the theme of One Book, One
University choice The Story of Stuff,
a nonfiction work centered around the
lack of sustainability in the lifespan of
a product.
“Thanks to the generosity and
giving spirit of our GSU Community
we Collected well over 100 pounds
of textiles and clothing, and a
number of small appliances including
computers, tablets and much more”,
added Ruetten
The donation rally is one
part of how the Library is focusing
on The Story of Stuff. The next
event surrounding the book will be a
reception and talk held on November
13, 2014, and feature the artwork of
Tiffany Gholar. Gholar is a GSU
graduate who creates works of art
from useless objects.
For more information, visit
the Governors state University
Library Facebook page, or visit the
library’s website.

Int. Student Profile

Continued from page 5
...if you are not making eye contact,
then they feel that you are lying to the
person. In India, if you are speaking
with an elderly person, it is expected
that you speak softly and that you look
down. That is a sign of respect. But
in the United States, it is the opposite.
P: Do you feel that your experience
is similar to the experiences of other
Indian transfer students?
M: We are pretty much the same, but
when It comes to me, I think I am a
bit different when it comes to the
way I lead a life. I don’t take stress.
Whenever I have a problem, I will sit
and search for a way to work around
it; and this mentality is lacking in a
lot of students. You have a problem?
Just find solution, and do your best.
You cannot do anything else, you
know. Taking stress, getting worried,
and making calls to India is not going
to help you. Do whatever you can, and
just live it up. That’s it.
P: Do you think that Indian students
here are homesick?
M: No, because there are almost 40
Indian students at GSU. That is also
one of the reasons I came to GSU.
P: What’s your favorite part of your
home culture that you think GSU
students would find fascinating?
M: In India, when you go to a party,
there are a lot of people attending, and
there are a lot of dishes being served.
We tend to meet each other and hug
each other, and spend some good
time, and every weekend I used to
have a party with all of my relatives.
And in India, you can go anytime and
meet a person. But in the U.S., you
have to call them and let them know
that you are coming.

Orbis
Conducted and transcribed
Jonathan Bulthuis, Editor

by

The Office of International
Services, in conjunction with the
reporting staff of the GSU Phoenix,
is happy to initiate a new columnar
format for feature articles of GSU
students and faculties from overseas
and abroad. This issue’s interviewee
is Firasat Ali Mohammed.

Firasat Ali Mohammed, GSU
International Transfer Student, MCS

Phoenix: Thanks so much for agreeing
to do this interview. Mohammed,
where are you from?
Mohammed: No problem. I’m from
India. The city which I belong to is
called Hyderabad, in this new state
called Telengana. Before applying
for my masters I was working for
Amazon, and that is where I was
introduced to people from the United
States; I liked their culture and I
wanted to learn more from them.
I’ve been enrolled in the Masters in
Computer Science Program since
August of 2014. Everybody’s kind of
understanding here, and if I need help
I ask for it and I get it. I’m perfectly
happy here.
I am a transfer student,
I originally applied from JNTU
University. A lot of my friends stay
in downtown [Chicago] and that was
the primary reason I wanted to move
here. At that time I went online and
applied to a lot of Universities, and
Governors State was one of them. I
went through the course schedule,
and enrolled myself in the subjects I
was interested in. I have a Bachelor’s
Degree in Computer Science.
P: What’s your first language?
Second?
M: My first language is Hindi, and in
the region in which I belong to, the
regional language is Telegu; but the
medium for instruction for educational
institutions is still English. You have
to learn English if you want to study
in English. People tend to use it when
they are studying, and when people
are off the campus, they tend to speak
in the regional language, which is one
of the reasons why they tend to have
difficulty speaking English, because
they don’t practice that much. I was
fortunate to have work experience
from Amazon, so there are teams of
Indians who used to sit in Seattle and
talk with me.

International student profile:
Firasat Ali Mohammed
P: Is this the first time you’ve been to
the states?
M: Yes. I went to Pennsylvania,
Pittsburg, Gary, that was pretty much
where the JNTU University was, and
I happened to travel to Cleveland and
the Chicago suburbs, and now I stay in
Streamwood. Right now I’m planning
for a vacation. I’m planning to go to
New York, and Seattle. That is where
Amazon’s headquarters is. I’m pretty
excited. I want to see it. I’ve spoken
to a lot of people on the phone, but I
want to meet them in person.
P: How long have you had this
relationship with people at Amazon?
M: For about one and a half years.
Everybody was so nice. Whenever I
used to reach out to them for any help,
they used to always help me. Some
of them are still in contact. One of
them is my manager, so he’s more of
a friend.
P: What’s the Indian community at
GSU like?
M: Fortunately there are a lot of Indian
students, and everybody is kind of at
an expert level of communicating in
Hindi and Telegu, so a lot of them have
difficulty communicating in English.
So we kind of focus on that part. I
know this because I interact with a
lot of them. They sometimes tend to
stay silent instead of asking questions
in the class, because they are afraid,
and they sometimes don’t know
how to ask a question. They know
the stuff, they know the technology,
they know the process, but there is a
communication gap.
P: Do you miss home a lot?
M: A lot.
P: What’s your family like?
M: I have an older brother. He’s here.
My mom and dad are in India.
P: Do you guys Skype all the time?
M: Yeah. I have an iPhone. That will
be probably on weekends, because
during the week I’m working on my
assignments or something, so on the
weekends I tend to spend a lot of time
chatting with them. We sometimes
celebrate online.
I normally call my mother
about cooking, because I don’t know
how to cook. She cooks Indian
cuisine, because you know, you have
to include a lot of spices, and I tend to
forget one or two of them. If there’s
ten of them, and you miss one or two,
the taste won’t be right.
P: What do you think would be really
relevant for GSU students to hear
from you?
M: One thing I want to suggest to
everyone is that a lot of students
come over here and get enrolled
in the Masters program, and they
think that studying and getting the
credits and getting the degree is the
primary objective; but there are a lot
of orientation programs and a lot of
seminars, and if they participate in
them, they will learn a lot more. Then
when they go for an interview, they
will have more professional skills.
The university tends to host
a lot events for them, but they miss
out on that. They can learn American
culture, and they can explore a lot
of things, but they normally will be

speaking to the subjects, and when
the exam is over, they go home. One
of the reasons for this is awareness,
because they don’t know what they
will get by attending. Whenever I
attend an event, I learn something
new. But I’m in the United States; I
want to learn a lot of things. That’s
my policy.
P: Do you think part of that might
have to do with the fact that GSU is
a commuter school, and that students
are spending less time on campus than
students at other universities?
M: Yeah, that might be the reason;
and also because this university is far
from downtown. A lot of international
students don’t have their own cars.
Some of them are trying for their
licenses, and it takes them three to
four hours to get here [by Metra].
P: What’s the entrance process like
for international students at GSU?
Everyone has a Student Visa?
M: Yes. The Visa type is called F1.
It’s a five year visa, and the Master’s
program is for two year. After that you
get to work for two years: that’s called
OPT. The government gives that to
help students practice what they have
learned in the home country. And
that’s optional.
P: What are your intentions after
graduation?
M: I will be working in software,
probably in the database field;
database
administration,
where
you manage peoples data. So the
companies in the United States
tend to work on the latest or most
sophisticated technologies, compared
to India. So if I get an opportunity,
I’ll go for that.
P: Will you stay in the states after
graduation?
M: In the place where I used to stay
in Hyderabad, you will find every
company from Microsoft to …any
company. So for me there are a lot
of options back in India also. If I go
there, I can stay with my family, and
the cost of living is much lower than in
the United States. And once I earn my
degree, I’ll get higher pay and a senior
position. So there are a lot benefits if I
go back. If I stay here, there are other
benefits. I’d tend to work with more
skilled people, and stay up to date.
P: What does your dad do?
M: He was a bank manager. He’s
retired now.
P: And your mom’s a homemaker?
M: Yes.
P: And she’s a good cook?
M: (laughs) Yeah.
P: What was your cultural heritage
and upbringing like?
M: Well, Hiderobad is an Orlu word.
It was primarily from the Mongol
emperor who used to rule India
back then. Recently, the state was
segregated; there was only one state,
and there was a lot of agitation, and
people wanted two states. Three
months back, the new state was
created after a lot of struggle.
In India, if you want to
pursue a bachelor’s degree, you have
a discourse with your family. You
cannot make your own independent
decisions, even though you are above

18. You have to obey your parents.
You cannot go and marry somebody,
you have to discuss it with your
family and get your families approval.
You can do these things, but that’s not
normal in India. So there is a lot less
freedom.
I was fortunate because my
mother was a homemaker. I got a lot
of support from her in my upbringing.
She used to come with me to school,
she used to stand outside when I took
my exams. It’s very emotional. In
India, even though you are a grown
up boy, your parents still treat you
like a boy. It’s not that common in
the United States – you have to be
independent when you are above 18,
people expect something from you.
But if I call my mother right now,
she treats me as a child. That’s the
difference I feel.
In the U.S. people are
independent; that is a good thing also,
because you tend to learn how to be
more quickly, people are moving, and
they don’t tend to stay in a particular
town for years together. In India,
even though we moved, we have our
emotions attached to it. Indian people
are very emotional.
P: You’re religious heritage is
Muslim. Are you a religious person?
How has religion shaped who you are,
and how does it affect you now?
M: I’m kind of an open person, and
I like helping people. I work for
Amazon customer service because
I enjoy helping people. I strongly
believe that there are a lot of problems
in life where it is better to stay happy,
and just kind of enjoy your time. I
tend to enjoy life; I go out and watch
a movie. People, sometimes, they are
frustrated. The stay at home and are
stressed. I tend to do the opposite of
that.
P: What was really unexpected for
you when you moved here?
M: You have to follow new rules. In
India, you do have rules, but there are
exceptions. For example, if you’re
driving a car and you break a traffic
signal, sometimes you can get away
with that, because the technology is not
sophisticated: there are no automated
cameras to take an automobile photo
shot. But here, you will get a ticket.
So you have to follow policy;
you have to follow each and every
regulation, which is for your own
good and your own safety; but you
have to get adjusted to that. If I am
walking downtown, and there is a red
signal, I cannot cross the road, even
though I have 5 minutes to catch a
train. But I have to wait, and think:
ok, I will miss my train. If an officer
is watching me, I could get a ticket.
At that time, I have to wait. But that
is for our own safety.
Adjusting to the new rules
was kind of tough of for me. Even
though you are new, you are still
accountable for each and every
policy. Like maybe crossing the road
or talking to people. We are often not
aware what is right or what is wrong,
and we tend to do the opposite of that.
For example, [In India] when you are
talking to elders or you are talking
to your father, it’s preferred that you
should not look into their eyes. But in
the United States...
Continued on page 4
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GSU Concert Chorale

GSU student and author Darryl Cooke gives
presentation, “After the Bridge was Crossed”
By Bob Meyer
Staff Writer

The newly-formed Governors State University Concert Chorale, under the direction of Albert M. Jackson, in concert on October 26 at First United Methodist
Church. For more information, visit the Chorale’s website, www.govst.edu/oce/
chorale/<http://www.govst.edu/oce/chorale/ or call Al at (708) 235-6921.

GSU holds Financial Literacy Fair

By Brian Bock
Assistant Editor
On October 16, 2014
The Governors State University
Psychology club hosted the Life-Span
to Financial Literacy Fair from 5pm8pm in order to promote smart financial
decision making among students.
The event featured workshops from
experts in the financial industry on
topics such as FASFA, home buying
and budgeting. Aside from the breakout workshops in the cafeteria annex,
the fair also featured booths in the Hall
of Governors where students could
meet with industry professionals,
leading institutions, and receive
information about the psychological
aspect of finances. The event itself
incorporated financial guidance for
every stage of life.
“The idea behind this was to
address finance over the lifespan. We
wanted something for everybody,”
said event programmer and graduate
assistant Sarah Ezell. Ezell touched
on the fact that the fair wasn’t for
just those students who had difficulty
with finances or of a certain age, but
for any level of financial competency.
Attendee’s to the event had the
opportunity to explore a broad range
of topics, from opening a checking
account to buying real estate.
The fair itself was in part
sponsored by a grant from the
Intellectual Life Committee. The
grant was given last spring to
Professor Crystal Blount, Professor
Darlene Wright and Ezell. The event
incorporated the Psychology Club,

The Psychology Department, the
Counseling Center and was staffed by
volunteers from the Stress Research
Lab.
The event itself has been
about the overall development of
financial literacy at any age since its
inception. The reasoning behind this
is that GSU does not have a set age or
type of student.
“We realized that there wasn’t
a typical GSU student, and that’s
why we had it be a lifespan, so that
it would work for everybody”, said
Ezell. The variety of topics covered
lent itself to the large diversity of
attendees. Not only were younger
students present for the workshops,
but a sizable number of adult students
and parents attended as well. In
addition to financial savvy, students
were also given the opportunity to
learn more about how financial stress
can have damaging effects on one’s
mental state.
Emily Petkus, with the
Counseling Center, advised students
about how to deal with financial
stress. Petkus explained that finances
are one of the leading causes of stress
for individuals, no matter their age.
The Span to Financial Literacy Fair
presented a well rounded look at how
finances have a large impact on one’s
life.
“We hope to continue to do
things like this in the future”, said
Critisha Ashley, a Psychology Club
member and volunteer. “We’re really
happy with the turnout, it’s definitely
exceeding our expectations,” Ashley
added.

To promote his new book
After The Bridge Was Crossed: A
Journey Through Time as well as
encourage criminal justice students,
Darryl Cooke gave a talk at Governors
State University on October 16 at 5
pm.
Cooke was introduced by
Denzel Johnson of the non-profit
organization I Grow Chicago.
Johnson said he wants to “encourage
you {criminal justice students] to do
the right thing. There are a lot of
people in this field that don’t know
how to do their job. Being introduced
to Darryl Cooke showed me how to
get the better things out of life. Us
as a people lack the ability to lend a
helping hand. I’d like to thank Mr.
Cooke for seeing something in me
that I didn’t see in myself.”
Cooke began his talk by
delving into his childhood when his
mother was sent to prison to serve a
60-year prison sentence when he was
6 years old. Cooke’s grandfather
gave him the news that his mother
was going to prison for a long time.
Cooke began thinking, “How long is
a long time?” and was taught by his
uncles as well as the neighborhood
surrounding him that he needed to
grow up fast.
Cooke talked about not
being allowed to cry as a child and
wondered, “What happens if you go
outside and get into an argument?”
His sister looked up to him growing
up. As a result, Cooke had to think
about her when in a gang. His mother
was “the only one in my head to tell
me ‘don’t do that.’”
Cooke even confessed that
he “thought so highly of the gang that
I almost brought my sister into it.”
Cooke elaborated, “I didn’t know how
to deal with a young lady because I
never saw my mother get treated
fairly by a man. My neighborhood
raised me.” Cooke then talked about
his relationship and said, “When a
relationship ends, it’s usually because
one person found out you can’t
control another hDaDuman being.”
Cooke then talked about turning his
life around after serving a 10-year
prison sentence.
Cooke defines a leader as “a
man who walks footsteps, leaving
them clearly for another man to follow
behind him.” Cooke said, “If I should
fall in battle, I need to know that
there’s a man who’s going to continue
the battle.” Cooke urged the audience
to “look in your community and tell
me what you see.” He went around
the room asking people.
They came up with the
following: A liquor store, a gas station,
currency exchange, and some type of
fast food. Cooke deduced that we
“don’t own any of that because of the
toxins in liquor, a currency exchange
is not healthy for you financially, fast
food is unhealthy for your body, and
gas prices are expensive.”
Cooke then talked about
the lack of trust in the world and

GSU student and author Darryl
Cooke during his presentation in
Engbertson Hall on October 16.
wondered how we get trust back.
Cooke said that, with every
situation, there is an event that leads
to an automatic thought, leading to an
action which conjures emotions that
lead to a reaction. Cooke encouraged
the future of the criminal justice field
to “see the diamonds in the rough.”
Cooke proclaimed, “the difference
between success and failure is most
successful people stand on their trash
and others lay underneath it.”

Cookes’ book which details his
life experiences growing up, in the
military, and in incarceration, is
available for purchase on Amazon
books and other book sellers.
Cooke wrapped up the night
by saying, “It means so much for me
to be inside here because we need to
all have faith. I want us all to be able
to look at each other and know that
we are connected as one. We have
to fix race relations. We have to fix
economics. The reason I work so hard
to prevent my brothers from going
into prison is because I know there is
a system set up to put them in prison.”
Darryl Cooke has a Bachelor’s
degree in social work from GSU, is
currently working on his Master’s
degree, he set up a scholarship known
as the Second Chance Scholarship to
help other former prisoners pay for
college, and he is part of the social
work department’s Generation Hope
here at GSU as well.

Continued from page 1
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GSU to host pre-screening of professor Daniel Nearings’ “Hogtown” on November 3
By Dorian Daily
Contributing Writer
Governors States University
will host a special pre-screening of the
film “Hogtown,” on November 3 in
the Art Gallery. GSU’s own Professor
Daniel Nearing directed, wrote and
co-produced the upcoming film,
which is set during the 1919 Chicago
Race Riots that had the city in the
throes of racial tension, and includes
characters based on individuals that
were involved in the riots, including
Eugene Williams, the first victim, and
Dan Callahan, the first police officer
to sustain injuries.
Prof. Nearing is a native of
Medicine Hat, Alberta Canada who
has lived in Chicago since 2001.
Since teaching at GSU, he has won
three faculty excellence awards. He
is also an Alumnus of the University
of Toronto, and currently oversees the
MFA in Independent Film and Digital
Imaging program. His breakthrough
film, 2010’s “Chicago Heights”, a.k.a.
“The Last Soul on a Summer Night”
received rave reviews and was placed
in late film critic Roger Ebert’s list of
the Top Art Films of 2010.
Phoenix: Tell us about you latest film,
Hogtown.
Professor
Nearing:
Hogtown
wrestles with a century’s worth of
inter-racial struggle and the birth of
a new multicultural America, but
more than anything it’s a study of

isolation, longing, and loneliness in
the individual experience.
The film is set circa 1919,
but includes many contemporary
elements. They say that historical
pieces may say more about the time
in which they are written than the
time in which they are set, and that
is certainly true here. We’re trying
to define Chicago through time in a
“period-less” piece. We’ve centered
it in Chicago because I believe that it
is, as Rahm Emanuel and others have
said, “the most American of American
cities.” More than any other US
city, it is - to me - the representative
American metropolis.
The film’s mystery plot - the
investigation into the disappearance
of a wealthy theatre owner - is very
much an illusion. The film’s primary
aim from sequence to sequence is to
arrive at individualized epiphanies, or
still points in the characters’ turning
worlds. There is a larger mystery
here, though, in the hero’s search for
“the missing man.” The truth is, the
missing man he seeks is himself, not
the theatre owner. He is trying to find
his own identity and a sense of dignity
in a world that constantly denies
dignity to him.
P: What can people expect from the
upcoming screening and talk at GSU?
N: The film has already screened at two
international film festivals, including
here in Chicago at the Gene Siskel
Film Center. This screening will be
different in that we’ll approach it like

a film seminar, and I will introduce the
film by walking the audience through
its many experimental or unusual
techniques.
P: I understand the film was completed
on a shoestring budget with a large
cast. As the director, writer and co
producer, how did you make it all
work?
N: On our last film, we had the good
fortune of being named to Roger
Ebert’s last list of best art films,
and that bit of attention helped
convince the 200 or so people who
worked with us, from actors, crew, to
symphony orchestra, that this might
be a worthwhile endeavor. I have also
found as a producer that that art of
asking nicely for favors can go a long
way. I do mean this seriously. And
once people get that what you’re doing
is about the creation of something you
hope will be beautiful, and when they
get that it’s not about the money, they
are often willing to give their all.
P: With Hogtown being set during the
1919 Chicago Race Riots, how do you
think it compares with other race riots
in the 20th century?
N: Our closing titles mention that
twenty-some people died in the 1919
riots in Chicago, and it was the worst
riot of many that happened around the
country that year. The larger point of
our film is that this rioting, in a sense,
has not stopped. In the last 20 years
alone, more than 7,000 people have
been murdered out on the streets of
Chicago.

P: To my understanding, Hogtown is
part of an unnamed trilogy. Can you
tell us about the overall meaning of
the trilogy? How do the current two
films fit together?
N: Hogtown is part of the Petit Monde
trilogy. It is the second film in series
of period art films that are shot in
black and white with the occasional
appearance of ‘ecstatic’ or ‘epiphinal’
color. The first film, Chicago Heights,
is a microscope through which we
view the experience of isolation and
longing in exurban or small town
America. The second film, Hogtown,
uses Chicago as a lens through which
we view the hard emergence of a
multicultural urban America through
similarly isolated souls. In the third
film, Petit Monde (or “Small World”
– in development), Paris is our
prism for observing the emergence
of a new vision of the world, where
the experience of isolation remains
undiminished even as the boundaries
of humanity seemingly cease to exist.
I have also developed a Chicagobased possibility for the third panel
of the “triptych” in the event we can’t
engineer the Paris film.
P: What is next on your film making
agenda?
N: Before shooting Petit Monde in
2016 or 2017, I hope to shoot a much
smaller feature film called Emerald
Lake. It is a late bloomers’ coming of
age story about two troubled brothers
in their twenties who discover that
they have a First Nations sister.

Artes
Reel Reviews: Dracula Untold
by Walter Banasiak
Contributing Writer

who struggled with the atrocities he
committed as a younger man. All this
self-loathing comes into play later
in the movie when he struggles with
the vampiric urges that come along
with his new dark powers, which he
willingly accepted in order to protect
his kingdom, and most especially his
wife and young son, from the invading
Turks.
A few strange creative choices
were made, especially at the end of the
film, that threw things off a little bit.
Those choices slightly brought down
the consistency of the overall story.
Still, “Dracula Untold” was a
fun action fantasy-ish movie with the
twist of having a form of the Dracula
character in there. If you’re interested
in something a little different check
it out in the theater. It’s not exactly
Halloween material, but it’s a pretty
cool movie with a cool lead. Reel
Reviews is giving “Dracula Untold”,
a 7/10.
Make sure to follow our
video reviews at youtube.com/user/
TheReelReviewsShow and “like”
us on Facebook at facebook.com/
ReelReviewsShow.

If you’re a big purist fan of
the Count Dracula character in the
horrifying traditional sense, “Dracula
Untold” is probably not for you.
However, if you are willing to open up
to a reinterpretation, it could actually
be a really neat twist on the Dracula
legacy.
The character of Dracula has
been around since Bram Stoker’s
novel released in the 1890’s.
Numerous interpretations have been
seen since then. A fact that is not as
well known is that Count Dracula
himself was actually loosely based on
a real person. Vlad Dracula, or Vlad
the Impaler, as he has been labeled,
did give the character Count Dracula
a few things besides his name.
This film turns the famed vampire
into a very sympathetic character with
noble reasons for why he turned to
darkness. Vlad is a prince who was
held captive in the Turkish army as a
boy and trained in brutal war tactics
that turned him into a sadistic killer.
After he returned home to regain his
throne, he became a noble person

GSU student includes original art piece in soon to be released video game
purchase in the game. The June 4th
2013 Pen of the Avatar video shows
Hart presenting his mosaic piece to
the game company.
Shroud of the Avatar has many
playing options:
Player Offline,
Player Online, Single, Friends Only,
and MMO, which includes player vs.
player.
The game even entails playerowned towns that other players can
destroy. “The choices that we make,”
said Cooke, “…everybody will see
the effects. There is a lot of stuff that
[the game designers] never thought
about that fans want in the game.”

By Bob Meyers
Staff Writer
GSU student and IT major
Alan Cook took Professor Mike Hart’s
Art-3309 Stained Glass class in Spring
of 2013. While in the class, Cook
learned how to make stained glass,
and was so inspired that he helped
fund the medieval video game Shroud
of the Avatar as a spiritual successor
to Ultima Series via kickstarter.com,
in addition to contributing an original,
physical art work for animated
representation within the game.
Cook previously met game
creator Richard Garriott in the 1990s
and got back in touch with Garriott
when Garriott’s other game series,
Ultima, saw resurgence. It was then
that Cook decided to make a mosaic
piece for the game during one of their
contests.
That mosaic is now being used
in Shroud of the Avatar. Cook asked
game’s Lead Concept Artist Stephen
Daniele to help “fill in the blank
spots”, when he added a mountain,
hedge and castle keep where Lord
British (voiced by Garriott) resides.
Cook, along with other
contributors to the Shroud of the
Avatar, used kickstarter funds to
bring about the game’s production in
some way either by making music,
3D models, or items included in the
game. Some of the ideas pitched were
boats, horse carts, and tree houses and
light houses.
Tracy Hickman, author of
the Dragonlace series, is writing
the storyline for the game, and Star
Citizen Creator Chris Roberts is also
involved. The contributors are even
creating background stories for all the
characters to import into the game.
Cook’s stained glass dragon
mosaic piece was digitized for

GSU Student and IT major Alan Cook’s original stained glass mosaic, an
original art work that was produced for representation in the soon-to-bereleased interactive video game, “Shroud of the Avatar.” Cook was inspired to
create the peice after taking GSU professor Mike Hart’s Art-3309 Stained Glass
class in the Spring of 2013. Cooks work was accepted by the game creators and
an image of it has been included in the graphics of the video game.

Cook’s stained glass mosaic peice as it appears in the video game, “Shroud of
the Avatar,” which will be released to the public sometime in 2015.

“The choices that we
make... everybody will
see the effects,”
said Cook.
“There are Google hangouts
for all contributors to give their
ideas,” said Cook, “and for game
designers to show the different stage
developments of the game. Different
team member’s Skype throughout the
hangouts.”
The server for Shroud of the
Avatar is Up in the Cloud. “Once the
game is downloaded,” said Cooke,
“your computer acts as its own server.
If someone down the street wants to
play, your computer will see that and
seed the files to the computer.”
Shroud of the Avatar will
be released for PC, Linux and Mac
systems in mid-2015. For more
information on the game, and to read
and see videos on the stages of the
game’s development, Unity Engine
tutorials on how to make video games,
or watch Pen of the Avatar videos
of game designer Stephen Danielle
creating the game art, go to www.
shroudoftheavatar.com.

Vitae
Considerations when accepting the job
By Katrina Koltz, Columnist
So you submitted your stellar
resume and application, captivated the
interviewer, and finally received those
anxiously awaited calls or letters with
job offers. The next step will be to
compare and contrast job offers in
an intelligent and strategic manner.
Looking at your long term future,
you should be able to see yourself in
the position with the company for a
number of years. If not, then this job
or company is most likely not the best
fit for you. Once you have narrowed
down your options, you are ready
to move on. Prioritize what is most
important to you with five important
factors: financial compensation,
collegiality of group, location, work/
life balance, and setting. These five
components can strongly influence
whether you enjoy waking up and
going to work or dread the very
thought of the sun rising for another
day.
Financial compensation: first
and foremost- if money is the only
thing that matters to you, then go with
the highest offer. Do not forget the
phase “money can’t buy happiness”.
Usually, finances are not the only
important factor, so be careful to look
into the following factors as well. Do
not forget to look at compensation,
which includes benefits such as
insurance, paid time off, 401k or
retirement plans, and sign on bonuses
or loan repayment plans.
Collegiality of group. Consider how
well you will get along with these
people long term? It is helpful to ask

Dinner with the President
By Dorian Daily
Contributing Writer

yourself, “are people smiling in the
hallways?” and “do you get a sense
that they all enjoy their job?” You
will be spending considerable time
with these people, so it is important
that you share some common values
or interests.
Location: this may be distance
from home and commuting time or
family constraints that keep you from
relocating for a position. If relocating
is necessary, calculate the cost of
relocation and find out if the employer
will cover full or partial cost. This
may strongly influence whether or not
you can accept the position based on
your current financial situation.
Work/life
balance:
this
is often the determining factor
that decides where one will work.
Family responsibilities are a major
component to consider and a stressful
or chaotic work life balance is often
not worth the financial compensation.
Contemplate factors like whether you
have kids in school or need weekends
off. During the first interview, it is
always a good idea to ask about what
your typical schedule would look
like. If the employer does not want
to answer, it may be a red flag. On
the other hand, you, as a potential
employee, do not want to come off as
inflexible either.
Setting. This can vary greatly
whether it is a position with a large
corporation or a position with a
private or independently owned
company. Reflect on where you will
flourish the most, in a competitive,
fast paced environment or in a flexible,
supportive environment.

Prairie Place, the first
on campus student residence at
Governors State University, hosted a
special “Dinner with the President”
on October 14 in the Great Hall. The
event was a continuation of the “Chat
with the President” event that was held
on October 1, where both residential
and commuter students brought their
questions, thoughts, concerns and
suggestions to the discussion with
President Maimon and other GSU
administrators.
In the meeting, several issues
were discussed that were related
specifically to Prairie Place . Because
of this, the event came to form to
address the needs and concerns of the
residents of GSU’s new residential
community.
President Maimon gave
introductory statements, and Dr.
Aurelio Valente, Vice President of
Student Affairs, hosted the special
event. Also in attendance were
Sheree Sanderson, Assistant Dean
Of Students, and Interim Director
Of Public Safety and Chief of Police
James McGee served as gatekeeper
for the event.
Students also met the
faculty-in-residence and listened to
and addressed solutions that would
meet their needs. Some of the issues
addressed included students not
being able to see their grades online,
parking, future meal plans, and
improved shuttle service among other
things.

A couple improvements made
for students was the implementation of
a study hall, which now operates from
7-11pm, Monday through Thursday,
and the Save our Semester campaign
that was designed specifically for
freshman. Another issue that was
brought up was the cost of products
at the C Store, which have been
remedied with lower priced items
being offered as of late.

“[an] issue that was
brought up was the
cost of products at the
C Store, which have
been remedied, with
lower priced items being offered as of late.”
Some students expressed
satisfaction with how they actually got
to meet and speak with the university
President in person as compared to
students at larger universities. Other
students, however, stated how they
couldn’t find any activities at Prairie
Place to participate in. An ominous
message spoke personally to those
students with this issue: the way to
not be bored is to be involved. With
that being said, Prairie Place residents
can look forward to more enriching
changes and improvements in the near
future.

CAN A STUDENT
DISCOVER THE TRUTH
FOR AMERICA?
When you’re a part of the CIA, you can.
The CIA has paid student internship, scholarship and co-op opportunities in
several fields of study. No matter what you do here, your contributions have great
impact – and there is plenty to do. From accounting and finance, to economics,
engineering and information technology, the CIA needs talented and intelligent
professionals to continue the work that keeps our nation safe.
The CIA is seeking motivated individuals with a sense of service for an exciting
and rewarding yet challenging experience. Do you have that drive inside of you?

THE WORK OF A NATION.
THE CENTER OF INTELLIGENCE.

For additional information and to apply, visit:

www.cia.gov
An equal opportunity employer and a drug-free workforce.
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2014 Health and Human Services
Career and Internship Fair at GSU

Ready to Work?

November 25, 2014

Center for Performing Arts Lobbies • 2 — 5 p.m.

Everyone is welcome — especially those in the fields of Healthcare and Human Services

Bring Resumes!

For more information, call 708.235.3974
www.govst.edu/careerservices

1 University Parkway, University Park, IL 60484

Ludicrum
Horoscopes: eclipse brings changes for signs
By Brian Bock
Staff Astrologer
The recent celestial events
have had a big impact on all signs. A
partial solar eclipse and the ongoing
Orionid metor shower means big
changes to certain signs of the zodiac.
These changes, for better or worse,
depend on the sign. An upcoming
new moon also brings revitilizing
energy to all the signs.
-April 19– Mars,
Aries: March 21
your ruiling planet has been brewing
up some opposition to you. Maintain
your compsure, headstrong ram, you
will win this upcoming battle using
your tactical mind.
Taurus: April 20-May 20–Things in
your home life have been a bit askew.
Your need to keep organized may be
at odds with some one close to you.
Use your abilities to priotize coorectly,
or reap the consequences.
Gemini: May 21-June 20–The recent
solar eclipse has you out of sorts. The
stars may have an obstruction planned
for you. Be careful to not overestimate
your abilities.
Cancer: June 21-July 21– The recent
eclipse brings changes for you,
moonchild. Where you once felt
slighted and overlooked, you are now
taking center stage. Careful not to let
the limelight go to your head.
Leo: July 22-August 21–Noble lion
of the zodiac, be careful to not let your
guard down. The stars have you in a
state of flux, whatever choices you
make now must be mulled over with
certaintly.
Virgo: August 22-September 21–your
delicate nature may soon be tested by
some one you are close to. Speak
from the heart and you will be fine.

Libra:
September
22-October
22– Changes in your home life are
immminent, though these changes
may irk you, they are for the best.
Even though your sense of justice is
slighted, keep composure.
Scorpio: October 23-November 21–
You may have been feeling aloof
lately. Something has been a miss,
and you cant quite figure it out. This
may take some introspection to get to
the bottom of.

“A partial solar eclipse
and the ongoing
Orionid metor shower
means big changes”
Sagittarius: November 22-December
20–Things are changing in your
home life, for the better. A recent
major change on the homefront will
reviatilze your energy and help you
throughout the upcoming new year.
Capricorn: December 21-Jan. 19–
Your tendency for emotional
complexity may be seeing a lull.
Lately you feel as though you have
lost touch with your strong emotional
core. This may have been caused by a
recent loss. Don’t internalize the loss,
be vocal and vent.
Aquarius: January 20-February 19–
An old friend will come back into
your life, though not for the reasons
you suspect. Don’t overthink this
interaction, keep it as professional as
possible.
Pisces: February 20-March 20– Your
naturally warm disposition has been
doing you well lately. Continue to
trust dilligently in your intuition, it
will guide you in the right direction.

Quotations of Choice
“Just write every day of your life. Read intensely. Then see what happens.
Most of my friends who are put on that diet have very pleasant careers.”
- Ray Bradbury
“Censorship is telling a man he can’t have a steak just because a baby can’t
chew it.” - Mark Twain
“If you steal from one author, it’s plagiarism; if you steal from many, it’s
research.” - Wilson Mizner
“And in the end, the love you take is equal to the love you make.”
- John Lennon and Paul McCartney (the Beatles)
“The eyes are not forms, they are transparent. What one really sees is the light
of the soul within them.” - Walter Russell
“The more you read, the more things you will know. The more that you learn,
the more places you will go.” - Theodore Geisel (Dr. Suess)
“Imagination is more important than knowledge, for knowledge is limited to
all we now know and understand, while imagination embraces the entire world,
and all there ever will be to know and understand.” - Albert Einstein
“Live as if you were to die tommorow. Learn as if you were to live forever.”
- Mahatma Ghandi
“Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light can do that. Hate cannot drive
out hate, only love can do that.”
- Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
“Politics is like football. If you see daylight, go through the hole.” - President
John F. Kennedy
“The future belongs to those who prepare for it today.” - Malcolm X

Relationship advice? Critisha is here to help
By Critisha Ashley
Contributing Writer
A relationship that is good
and wholesome makes life a little
easier and worth living. It gives us
someone to share our hopes and
dreams of the present and of the future
with. Relationships help us to make
sense of the world we live in, and how
we should conduct ourselves socially.
Having friends, family, and colleague
relationships is what help shape us
into the person of our future. A person
whom you spend time with affects
your knowledge and way of thinking,
whether we accept it or not. Humans
thrive off of being with and around
each other.
Authors Duck and McMahan
stated that “they influence the
messages you send or attend to, the
information you believe, the type
of critical thinking you do and how
you evaluate the outcomes” in their
work The Basics of Communication:
A Relational Perspective. I believe
relationships give good support in a
lot of areas of our life. “Robert Weiss
(1974) identified six specific areas
where relationships provide us with
something special, needed, or valued”
as identified in Duck and McMahan,
opportunity to talk about oneself,
opportunity to help others, provision
of physical support, and reassurance
of worth and value.
Therefore, when I hear
someone say I do not need anyone.
I say think again, because it would
be difficult to live life without these
aspects to maintain who we are.
Instead of focusing on the negative
aspects of our relationships, we should
be focusing on the positive aspects of
our relationships and the benefits it
brings to our lives.
The reason people bother
with relationships is because it
brings about a sense of belonging
and purpose. In addition, for some
people it fulfills the sense of being
needed by someone. Duck stated that

“relationships are about knowledge,
ways of understanding the world, and
connecting with people symbolically”.
I think many people enjoy the benefits
of being in a relationship and would
whether not be alone. Scientist has
proven time and time again that being
in a relationship improves your quality
of living and helps you to live longer.
Most times people who are in longterm relationships are psychologically
stable and physically stable.
In some relationships couples
are able to share themselves openly
and fully through communication
and through sexual gratification.
This is good for the longevity of the
relationship and keeps balance because
the more you grow as a couple, the
more you should communicate about
the individual changes in your life.

“When I hear someone
say “I do not need
anyone,” I say, “think
again,” because it
would be difficult to
live life without these
aspects to maintain
who we are.”
This
type
of
open
communicate alleviates a lot of
problems couples are having today. I
think everyone needs to be in some
type of relationship to survive in our
society.
I always push people
to understand their needs in a
relationship and not necessarily their
expectation because when you start
expecting too many things it creates
problems within the relationship
and eventually tares them apart.
Remember that relationships are not
perfect but with two willing parties,
your relationship can be the best thing
that ever happened to you.

Sudoku

Stadium
Womens’ Jaguars trounce Fire Club Team
By Gregg Greer
Contributing writer
This year is an exciting time
to be a Jaguar. The Womens’ Jaguars
proved that they are a force to be
reckoned with by topping the Fire
Club Team-with a final score of 78-66
at the women’s regular-season opener.
Kimberly Young, leads the team with
19 total points. Young was seconded
by Babaye Oja, and Ebony Green,
both having 15 points each. The
ladies held an early 16-point lead in
the game against the Fire Club, only
to find their point gap closing in at
76-64 in the final seconds. Babaye
Oja pulled out two more points before
the buzzer sounded, a thrilling finish
to an exciting game.
Looks like the Womens’
Jaguars are doing tremendous things
at Governor’s State University. “We’ll
win a lot of games in this league,”
said an anonymous fan, “and we can
be one of the best teams in this league
because it means you’re one of the
best teams in the country.” While it’s
good to have dedicated fans, in any
case we know one things for sure-the
team shouldn’t be counted out so far
this year. Go Jaguars!

The 2014 Womens’ Jaguars basketball team recently celebrated their third win.

By Gregg Greer
Contributing Writer

Next Three Games
10/25 1:00p-Triton Community
College
10/28 4:00p-Chicago Steam Club
10/30 5:00p-Trinity Christian College

November Basketball
Schedule

11/1 Saturday W 1:00pm
Kishwaukee Community College
(Men) 3:00pm Frankfort All Star
Club Team
11/3 Monday W 5:00pm Joliet
Community College
(Men) 7:00pm Trinity
International University
11/8 Saturday W 1:00pm OliveHarvey College
(Men) 3:00pm Silver Lake
11/11 Tuesday (Men) 6:00pm
Olive-Harvey College
(Scrimmage)
11/12 Wednesday W 6:00pm
Kennedy-King College
11/13 Thursday (Men) 6:00pm
Midwest Elite Prep Club
11/14 Friday (Men) 6:00pm Iowa
Fire Athletic Club
11/15 Saturday (Men) 1:00pm
Iowa Fire Athletic Club
(Women) 3:00pm Fire
Club Team
11/17 Monday (Men) 6:00pm
Olivet Nazarene University
11/20 Thursday (Women) W
5:00pm
(Men) 7:00pm Judson
University
11/22 Saturday (Women) 1:00pm
Loyola University Ramblers-Club
Team
11/25 Tuesday (Women) 4:00pm
(Men) M 6:00pm Morton
College.

Athlete Profile:
Someone we should
all know:
GSU Guard #3
Shaneka Boyd

Advertise with
the Phoenix!
The CIA does.

Shaneka Boyd is undergrad
student and a native from the East Side
of Chicago. Boyd came to Governor’s
State University with a Bachelor’s of
Arts with a concentration in Business
Studies with a minor in Marketing.
Boyd is very active in sports
and plays Guard #3 for the GSU
Jaguars Women’s
Basketball Team. Boyd gets her
basketball playing inspiration from
NBA stars LeBron James, and
states,”James is the greatest player of
all time.”
In her personal time Boyd
is a self described “Fashion Diva,”
and always rocks a fresh pair of Air
Jordan’s.
Shaneka has exciting plans in the
business world in her future.
Boyd believes in “Drive and
Determination,” characteristics she
learned from her father’s success in
the construction field. Surprisingly,
Boyd is a little on the shy side, but,
it is believed that that will not stop
Shaneka Boyd who is definitely
“Someone we all should know.”

Email us at

The Phoenix is seeking
a dedicated
Sports Photographer.
This non-staff position is a
compensated, paid per article
position.

phoenix
@govst.edu

The Sports Writer and
Photographer would be expected
to attend all home basketball
games, as well as other GSU
Sports like Table Tennis, Cricket,
Volleyball, Golf, Crosscountry,
and other developing or
upcoming GSU club and
intercollegiate sports.

for Ad Costs and a
Publication Schedule

Please help us set a news
precedent in providing consistent
sports coverage at GSU. You
could be GSU’s first exclusive
Sports Photographer.
Please contact us for info.
phoenix@govst.edu

